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B y  A i m e e  Ta l l i a n  a n d  C a m i l l a  W i k e n r o s

Wolves have been at the center of 
human-wildlife conflict in north-

ern realms since written records began. 
No matter where they are in the 

world, their conservation, recov-
ery, reintroduction and general 

management are politically 
polarized, contentious and 
fraught with complication. 
Issues surrounding wolves 
are exacerbated by their 
far-reaching range and 
their indifference to state 
and national boundaries. 

On a global scale, wolves pad across the 
borders of a diverse collection of coun-
tries that represent a broad spectrum 
of cultures, environments, economies 
and governmental structures. This is 
especially true in Eurasia, where the 
wolf’s range stretches across more than 
50 nations. Variation in cultural values, 
political objectives, monitoring strate-
gies and knowledge base about local 
wolf populations makes cross-border 
management complex. 

The Scandinavian Wolf Research 
Group, or SKANDULV is a collabor-
ative network involving researchers 
in Sweden and Norway that began in 
the year 2000. Together, they conduct 
research on their shared wolf popu-
lation, working on scientific ques-
tions regarding basic and applied wolf 
ecology and management. They also 
recognize the challenges surround-
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go to  
www.wolvesacrossborders.com

or follow us on Twitter  
@WolvesBorder

ing the cross-border management of 
large carnivores. Sweden and Norway 
share a border that stretches more than 
1,000 miles from north to south on 
the Scandinavian Peninsula. For more 
than two decades, SKANDULV has 
produced research results from the re-
colonizing and inbred wolf population 
in Scandinavia, where wolf management 
is characterized by detailed monitoring 
and population control.

From an outside perspective, 
Swedish and Norwegian cultures may 
appear very similar. However, it would 
be a bold move to say such a thing in 
public in either country. Swedes and 
Norwegians are, in fact, quite differ-
ent in terms of their histories, tradi-
tions and culture. They also manage 
their common wolf population very 
differently. For example, the Norwegian 
authorities allow only a small number of 
wolves to persist in a ‘wolf-management 
area’ in southeastern Norway along 
the national border. The wolf popu-
lation in Sweden, on the other hand, 
comprises the majority of the wolves 
in Scandinavia, and their range spans 
most of southcentral Sweden. Moreover, 

Sweden is a member of the European 
Union and therefore must adjust its wolf 
management to the EU’s legally binding 
agreements regarding the conservation 
of wildlife. Norway is not a member of 
the EU but has accepted the binding 
agreements of the Bern Convention on 
the Conservation of European Wildlife 
and Natural Habitats, which facilitates 
the conservation of endangered spe-
cies, migratory pathways and natural 
habitats. 

SKANDULV is keen to facilitate 
information exchange between other 
countries and cultures that share 
wolf populations. Hence, Wolves 
Across Borders was born. Wolves 
Across Borders is an international  
conference on wolf ecology and 
management that will be held  
outside Stockholm, Sweden in  
May 2023. The conference is funded 
by the Norwegian, Swedish and 
Finnish Environmental Protection 
Agencies, the European regional 
development fund, Interreg Sweden-
Norway and the World Wildlife Fund 
in Sweden. These organizations are also 
keenly interested in facilitating cross-

border information exchange on wolf 
ecology and management. The goal 
of Wolves Across Borders is to facili-
tate open conversation and knowledge 
exchange between nations that sup-
port wolf populations and among the 
researchers, managers, non-profits and 
stakeholders that work with, are affected 
by, or are just interested in wolf ecology, 
management and conflict resolution. 

The Wolves Across Borders confer-
ence will focus broadly on wolf ecol-
ogy, while a wolf management section 
will focus on conservation, manage-
ment and policy issues across Eurasia. 
Thus, Wolves Across Borders will be 
complementary to the International 
Wolf Symposium held in Minnesota 
nearly every four years; the symposium 
management section often focuses more 
on issues in North America. 

Registration for Wolves Across 
Borders opens December 1, 2022, with 
early registration ending February 1, 
2023. In order to make the conference 
an intimate networking event, atten-
dance will be limited to 275 people. 
Space is limited, so interested people 
should sign up early to ensure a spot. n 

Objectives of  
Wolves Across Borders

•  Assess the status of wolf  
populations in various world regions.

•  Identify current challenges in conservation,  
management and policy issues around the world,  

and identify ways they are being addressed.

•  Facilitate the international exchange of information 
regarding wolf management strategies and best practices.

•  Present and distribute the most current research  
on wolf ecology and behavior.

•  Introduce an arena for networking among managers 
and researchers across Eurasia and North America.

•  Help guide future research on wolf ecology and 
management objectives, and gauge interest  

in continuing that conversation through  
future conferences.
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